§ VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, OcToB:R 1777

On motion, leave given to bring in a bill to punifh certain crimes. ORrRDERED, That Mr.
S. Chafe, Mr Hall, and Mr. Fitzhugh, do preparc and bring in the {ame.

‘I'he petition of the inhabitants of Frederick county was read a fecond time, and granted. Leave
piven te bring in a bill agreca’le to the prayer of faid petition. OrpErRED, Thut Mr. Edelen,’
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Young, and Mr. Sheredine, do prepare and bring in the fame.

On motion, that the refolves of the convention of the delegates of this ftate, on th= 3oth of Oc-
tober, 1776, relative to a claim et up by the conftitution or form of govcrument‘of Virginia, in-
jurious to the inhabitants of this ftate, be read, OrRpERED, That the fumme be read, and they
were read accordingly, 1n the words following, to wit :

t« In CONVENTION, Wednefday, O&ober 30, 1776.

«« THE convention, according to the order of the day, refolved itfelf intoa committee of ths
whole, on that part of the conftitution of Virginia, which was referred to their confideration ; Mr.
T. Wrightin the chair.  Atter fome time {pent therein, Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and
Mr. Wright reported, That the committee had, according to order, taken the fame into confide-
raticn, and had come to feveral icfolutions thereon, which he read in his place, and afterwards de-
livered in at the table, where the fame were again twice read, amended, and agreed as follow :

« RESOLVED wnanimoufly, ‘That it is the opinion of this convention, that the ftate of Virginia
hath not any right or title to any of the territory, bays, rivers, or waters, included in the charter
gramed by bis majefly Charles the Firft to Czcilius Calvert, baron of Baltimore.

« REsOLVED unantmoufly, That it is the opinion of this convention, that the fole and exclufive
j,urifdi&ion over the territory, bays, rivers and waters, included in the faid charter, belongs to this
itate, and that the river Patowmack, and almoft the whole of the river Pocomoke, being compre-
hended in the faid charter, the fole and exclufive juri{diction over the faid river Patowmack, and
alfo over fuch part of the river Pocomoke as is comprehended in the faid charter, belongs to this
ftate; and that the river Patowmack, and that part of Chefapeake bay which lies between the
Capes and the fouth boundary ef this ftate, and fo much thereof as is neceffary to the navigation of
the rivers Patowmack and Pocomoke, ought to be confidered as a common highway, free for the
people of both ftates, without being fubje& toany duty, burthens, or charge, as hath been hereto-
Jore accuftomed. ‘

<« ResoLVED unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of-this convention, that the very extenfive
claim of the ftate of Virginia to the back lands hath no foundation in juftice, and thatif the {ame,
or any like claim, is admitted, the freedem of the fmaller ftates, and the liberties of America, may
be thereby greatly endangered; this convention being firmly perfuaded, thatif the dominion over
thofe lands fhould be eftablithed by the blood and treafure of the United States, fuchlands ought
to be confidered as a common ftock, tobe parcelled out at proper times into convenient, free and
independent governments.” - | | :

The houfe took the fame into confideration, and were informed, That a copy of the faid re-
folutions was delivered by a delegste of this ftate in congréls early laft winter, to a delegate for
Virginia, to be laid before the legiflature thereof, and thereupon Resorvep, That Mr. gpeaker
be requefted to join the prefident of the fenate in a letter to the honourable the general affembl
of the ftate of Virginia, and to enclofe a copy of the faid refolves to that body, and to rcq&‘éi{
their fentiments on the fubjedt matter therein containkd, and to affure that refpeGtable body, that

“this affembly entertain the moft cordial efteem and friendfhip for their fifter ftate of Virginia, and
are anxioufly folicitous to preferve the famie inviolate, by removing and preventing every caufe of
difcontent and jealoufy. o R ; ‘ .
 T. Stone, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the refolve of this day, fent up by
Mr. Holland and Mr. Williams; thus endorfed 3 ¢ By the fenate, Nov. 8, x777: Read and af-
fented to with the following amendments @ Between the word ¢ furnifh” arid the word ‘¢ one,”
in the fecond line, infert the words, ¢ one pair of ‘good ftrong fhoes and.”. And between the
word ¢ for” and the word ¢ each,” in the fitth line, infert the words, *¢ each pair of fhoes and
for.” And between the word * pair,” and the word ¢ not,” in the 5th line, infert the words,
« of ftockings.” By order, : A. C. HANSON, cl fen.

Which_ amendments were read, and ordered to lie on.the table, - - ..~ .

On motion, leave given to bring in a bill to afcertain and “eftablifh 'a divifional line between
Anne-Arundel and Calvert counties, ORDERED, “That Mr, Hall, Mr. Hammond, Mr. Wor-
thington, Mr. Tillard, Mr. Fitzhugh, and Mr. Somervill, do- preparé dnd bring in the fame.

. J. T. Chafe appeared in the houfe.. R
S. Wilfon, Efq; from the fcna‘te, delivers to Mr. Speaker thé following meflage :
By the S EN A T E, November 8, 1777.
Gentlemen, o o P U

W E concur with your refolve of yefterday, :by Mefirs, A. Hall and Magruder, fo far as it re-

Jates to the recommendation of the militia officers for Harford county, to be commiffioned by the

governor ; but we cannot confent to recommend a licutenant for Prince-George’s county, appre-
hending



